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fifter many months of missed connections, Peter Parker and Mary Jane Watson sat down,
one-on-one, to discuss their marnage and why it never came to be.

When the U.S. government passed the Super stration Act, Peter signed with the
encouragement of Tony Stark (Iron Man) and publically unmasked to set an example to heroes
everywhere. That decision backfired as Peter became disillusioned and left Stark’s camp.

With his secrets revealed, Peter’s loved ones were quickly targeted by assassins working for the
Ringpin of Crime, Wilson Fisk. One killer succeeded in shooting Peter’s Aunt May, the woman who raised
him since he was a young bou... and the person he cares most for in the world.

Thanks to Peter’s efforts, May managed to cling to life, but this didn’t stop others close to Peter
from becoming a target...simply for their connection to him.

fifter rescuing MJ and her Aunt Anna from another attacker, Peter took her to the Sanctum
Sanctorum, home of the Sorcerer Supreme...Dr. Strange, where he makes one final plea for help, make
the world forget that he’s Spider-Man.

Taken aback by the magnitude of the request and its implications, Strange’s consciousness retires
to the Astral plane to think it over ... and to secretly confer psychically with fellow heroes Mr.
Fantastic and Iron Man.

What they decide now may change the world.
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‘ T ALL IT
TO PO THIS DOES IS PROVE
ANYMORE. THAT MY LIFE
HAS BEEN NOTHING
BUT ONE BAD
DECISION AFTER
ANOTHER.

% §
FROM THE
DAY I LET N
UNCLE BEN GET ——
KILLED, TO THAT
NIGHT AT POC
STRANGE'S {

WE CAN AND WE
LIVE WITH THE
CONSEQUENCES.

YEAH, BUT
THIS ONE WAS
SIMPLE, I HAD A

SAYS IT WAS
THE WRONG
CHOICE?

N7




YES I HAVE,' WHO SAYS L!V(Nw o=
B BUT WHO A LIE WOULDN'T
KNOWS? HAVEOENgED up

STRANGE
WAS DOING
THAT CREEPY
“THW@" HE

DOl

DON
KNOW WHY BUT
I

SHAKE THE FEEMNC
THAT THERE WAS MORE
f | TO HIS FUNKY TRANCE
THAN JUST HIM
“THINKING IT OVER.”




"LIKE HE WAS ASKING
FOR PERMISSION OR
SOMETHING FROM
A HIGHER POWER."

WHY ALL TUL TRY
THE MYSTICAL L TRy
A Ot FORGIVE THAT TO MiSS
: ME, TONY, BUT _\ SEPTEMBER

THIS HAVE GING ON WE'RE
WAITED UNTIL BRINGING BOTH OF O CE

MORNING? HERE TO THE ASTRAL
PLANE SEEVED THE
BEST WAY TO
EXPEDITE THIS
CONVERSATION.

E MOMENT IN TIME

GHAPTER FOUR: SOMETHING BLUE



EXCUSE
ME FOR A
SECOND, BUT DIDN'T
YOU BOTH TRY
e 3 SOMETHING LIKE
WHAT YOU'RE < THIS BEFORE?  |F
ASKING 157 > 1

WHILE
IMPERFECT,

WE DID FOR THE
SENTRY CONTAINED
HIM FOR QUITE SOME
TIME AND SAVED
THE PLANET.

BUT THIS
IS WHY I'VE COME
TO BOTH OF YOU
FOR HELP.

TOGETHER WE
COULD PO THIS MORE
THOROUGHLY THAN
ANY OF US COULD
ON OUR OWN.

» STILL,
TONY’'S RIGHT,
STEPHEN, THERE'S
ALWAYS A CHANCE
THAT SOMETHING
LIKE THIS CAN GO
TERRIBLY




THIS 1S = WE TOOK A HUGE RISK

BECAUSE AND BECAUSE,
WE ARE ALL  WHILE HE MAY
\ E! NOT BE THE MOST
POWERFUL NOR THE
MOST BRILLIANT
A\ AMONGST US, MUCH /
A LIKE STEVE
OGERS

\ CULPABLI

IN JEOPARDY.

THIS--
THIS IS SIMPLY
A CASE OF ONE
MAN’S PRIVACY.

WHY N--

YEAH
AND LOOK
WHERE THAT
GOT STEVE.

WORRYING ABOUT THE
CONSEQUENCES.




I FEEL FOR HIM,
STRANGE, I TRULY
DO, BUT IT WASN'T

YOU ONCE
CARED DEEPLY
ABOUT PETER. YOU SAW
SOMETHING IN HIM. YOU
BELIEVED IN HIM
WHEN NO ONE ELSE
DID UNTIL--
--HE
STOPPED
BELIEVING
IN YOU.

OF COURSE
YOU FEEL
BETRAYED. BUT

....TIME TO
MAKE THINGS
RIGHT.

HIS FAMILY

THE LAW.
IT'S THAT
DECISION--HIS

YOou
CAN'T BRING
STEVE BACK,

TONY.

BUT WITH
PETER--WITH
PETER THERE'S
STILL TIME...




ANY
MINUTE AND DOC
STRANGE'LL COME

OUT OF HIS TRANCE
WITH GOOD NEWS.
I'M SURE OF
IT.

-l

JUST FINE.

'CAUSE
THAT WOULD
REALLY NOT

BE GOOD.




RESPONSIBILITY OF
REMEMBERING.
N METHING
RETROSPECT, 1 HAD HAPPENED TO
YOU? WHAT IF YOU
THAT DECISION WAS py
HAD BECOME UNFIT
SHORTSIGHTED
AND CARELESS, TO BE THE
4 oL PErsON TO
POSSESS THAT
KNOWLEDGE?

WHAT I'M
SAYING IS THAT IF
WE'RE TO DO THIS, THEN
IF WE THREE ARE b
RESPONSIBLE-- WE THREE MUST
REMEMBER AND

BE ITS
GUARDIANS.

GRIEF TO BEGIN
WITH.  NoTHING

PERHAPS,
BUT CERTAINLY
SOMETHING
TERRIBLE MIGHT
HAPPEN IF WE
DON'T.

HAPPENED.




GENTLEMEN IF
WE ARE TO M
FORWARP THERE (5
e YOU KNOW

TIME FOR DEBATE WHERE T
STAND, WHAT

SAY YOU

BOTH?

THE ONI
PERSON WHO NEEDS
TO REMEMBER IS PETER--THE
REST OF US NEED TO STAY THE
HELL OUT OF HIS LIFE AND START
FOCUSING ON FIXING OUR OWN.

OKAY,
MAGIC MAN,
HOW PO YOU

PROPOSE WE GO
ABOUT DOING
THIS?

o

“EVERYTHING'S
PUT

ING TO BE
A K THE
WAS--"

WAY




STRANGE'LL
HIT HIS COSMIC
RESET BUTTON
AND EVERYONE WE
KNOW AND LOVE
WILL BE SAFE __you'LL
GAIN-- g BE SAFE
AGAIN.

“ALWAYS IN
DANGER, ALWAYS
FEELING LIKE YOU

WERE COMING

IN SECOND."

THE
WEIGHT OF THE
SPIDER-MAN'S
WORLD OFF OUR I HONESTLY
SHOULDERS.  _DON'T KNOW HOW

YOU'VE DONE T, MJ...

HOW YOU'VE PUT
UP WITH IT FOR

“YOU WERE THE
FIRST TO KNOW.

WHAT WERE YOU, -
SIXTEEN, ALL THOSE

YEARS YOU KNEW
SEVENTEENE MY SECRET AND
T HAD NO IDEA.

IF STRANGE

COME:!
THROUGH--




STEPHEN,
TONY RUNS THE
GREATEST RISK HERE.

IN Hi
NEVER HAS.

WOow,
A / WE WILL ALL
AN ( BE PUSHING AT
EXPECTING THAT. BOU&I%/;RAELIS- WE
I MEAN-- v
\ AT RISK.

NO, NO,

IT'S NOT THE
RISK THAT HAS ME
CONCERNED, I'M JUST
WORRIED THAT--
WELL--

IT'S THE STRANGE AND
ONLY WAY, | I WILL BE FUSING MAGIC
TONY. / AND RADICALLY UNSTABLE
DIGIGENETIC VIRUSES IN
VERY DANGEROUS AND
. UNNATURAL WAYS.

THE ANAMNESIS
STORM THAT ARISES FROM
THIS FUSION SHOULD HAVE THE
ABILITY TO WIPE ALL HISTORY,
RECORPDED, REMEMBERED OR
OTHERWISE OF PETER S

UNMASKIN

Y Ol
CONTROLLIN@ BUT, YOU--
. YOU AND THE EXTREMIS

THAT RUNS THOUGH YOUR

VEINS SHOULD HAVE THE

ABILITY TO CONTROL IT-- - WE NEED

TO FOCUS IT--AND TO ] YOU TO BE
BROADCAST IT ON = THE CARRIER,

THE MASSIVE SCALE NY.




WE
NEED YOU TO
INFECT THE
WORLD.

RESIST?

THIS IS SERIOUS
BUSINESS, TONY. YOU
COULD SUFFER SEVERE

COMPLICATIONS AND
POSSIBLE DAMAGE

YEAH,
WELL, I'M
PRETTY SURE
1p0.




--BUT

YOU'D THINK
THIS IS THE
RIGHT THING

ON WITH OUR
LIVES.

AND WHO
KNOWS, NOW

THAT YOU
WON'T REMEMBER,
MAYBI
SOMEDAY--

NO, W
NOT DOIN H
YOU CAN NEVER, EVER
ASK ME TO MARRY YOU
AGAIN. PLEASE, DON'T
EVER PUT ME IN
THAT POSITION

HAT, THE
THINK I'M ST
ENOUGH TO LI

WITH THIS.




JEEZ,
poc, you
SCARED THE
HECK ouT

OF ME.

VERY
WELL. THE BOY
AGREES.
LET US




I HAVE
CREATED A
PROTECTIVE CELL THAT
WikL SHIELD YOU FROM
WHAT iS ABOUT TO

EN.

iT AND - N
REMEMBER. FROM THiS REMEMBER,
MOMENT ON, YOU AND LEARN
Wik-L BE THE SOLE FROM THEM.
GUARDIAN OF MISTAKES
THAT NEVER
TRANSPIRED.

WHEN THE STORM
DISSIPATES, I WikL BE
INCAPAGITATED.

LEAVE
IMMEDIATEL Y,
LEST YOU WANT ME
TO WONDER WHY
YOU'RE HERE.




7 EVERYTHING'S
GOING TO BE
OKAY FROM




--AND

THERE'S
NO LIFE FOR
ME WITHOUT

HER!!!




PETER, DO
YOU REALIZE
THAT THIS COULD
HAVE DIRE
CONSEQUENCES?!







/ HHH,
EVERYTHING'S
OKAY. JusT
REST.

EVERYONE 'S
FINE_AND WILL
BE FROM
W ON.
WHAT?
WHAT DO
YOU MEAN?

--HE MADE EVERYONE
FORGET THAT I WAS
SPIDER-MAN.

OH MAN, I DON'T

EVEN KNOW
WHERE TO
START--

BECAUSE

ONLY ONE.

IT'S--IT'S A LOT
TO EXPLAIN RIGHT
NOW, BUT--DOC
STRAN

E--

MY SECRET
IDENTITY.
HE MADE

EVERYONE
FORGET--







FIRST
QUESTION. PO
YOU THINK...DID

HE...DID DR.
STRANGE REALLY
PO WHAT HE
SAID HE DID?

DON'T. LET
ME... I HAVE TO
GET THROUGH
THIS IN MY OWN JUST...I NEED TO
WAY, OKAY? KEEP IT TOGETHER
AND I CAN'T
IF YOU--




I DON'T..I'M GOING
TO ASK ¥ SOMETHING,
PETER...I'M GOING TO
BE SELFISH HERE AND
I'M GOING TO ASK YOU
SOMETHING AND I DON'T...
I DON'T WANT YOU
TO HATE ME FOR
ASKING THIS.

KEEP US SAFE, BUT
THIS...THIS
"THING".

THE IDEA
OF IT, I'M
HAVING TROUBLE
WITH--WHAT
IF

L1

YOU'VE
ALWAYS TRIED
50 HARD TO PO

THE RIGHT
THING.

WHAT IF

THIS TIME

THE RIGHT
ING--

TRYING TO
SAY.



YOU'RE
NOT SAYING
ANYTHING THAT
I HAVEN'T ALREADY
THOUGHT
ABOUT.

THIS IS
BIG AND T KNOW
THAT THERE COULD
BE RAMIFICATIONS
OR FALLOUT,
BUT--

IF THIS WAS A CASE
OF JUST ME BEING LEAVE IT ALONE
ALONE IN THIS WORLD AND ACCEPT THE
WITH NO ONE TO CARE CONSEQUENCES.
FOR, NO ONE WHO CARED
IN RETURN, THAT
WOULD BE ONE
THING.

A BULLET
THAT WOULD
NEVER HAVE BEEN
FIRED IF NOT FOR
THE THINGS I"

DONE.

BUT THEN
WHEN THEY WENT
AFTER AUNT ANNA...
AND THEN--YOU, T
FINALLY SAW IT. IT
WAS NEVER GOING

TO STOP.

YOU WERE
RIGHT, MJ. I'M
RESPONSIBLE. EVEN
IF I TRY TO TELL MYSELF
THAT I'M NOT...IN
MY HEART, I KNOW

I A

M.
-
BUT I
WAS OFFERED
A CHANCE TO
CHANGE IT AND I
TOOK IT! IF

I HADN'T--

--I COULDN'T
LIVE WITH THAT,
MJ. I JUST COULDN'T
LIVE WITH MYSELF.
I'D BREAK
IN TWO.




OH, WELL,
THAT'S JUST
GREAT--

WAS WHAT YOU
WOULD HAVE
WANTED -~

I--I JUsT
THOUGHT
YOU'D BE HAPPY.
IDID THIS FOR
EVERYONE
WE LOVE.
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I DON'T UNDERSTAND,

WHAT MORE DO T

HAVE TO DO? I'VE
FIXED IT.

THIS CAN'T BE
HAPPENING

PETER,
LOOK AT ME.
YOU KNOW WHAT
I'M TALKING
ABOUT.

HOW LONG--
HOW LONG BEFORE
YOU MAKE A MISTAKE?
BEFORE SOMEONE RIPS
OFF YOUR MASK OR

FIGURES OUT WHO
YOU ARE?

AND THEN
WHAT? THE
CYCLE STARTS
ALL OVER
AGA

IN?

IT'S NOT
LIKE I DIDN'T
ALWAYS KNOW
THAT BEING
SPIDER-MAN'S GIRL
WAS A RISKY

BUT, AFTER
MAY--AND ANNA--
AND AFTER THAT
MANIAC SAID HE
WAS GOING TO GO
AFTER MY ENTIRE
FAMILY ...

..INNOCENT
PEOPLE,
PEOPLE WHO HAD
NO IPEA YOU WERE
SPIDER-MAN--

) N’
UNTIL THEN--

--UNTIL THAT
VERY MOMENT,
THAT I TRULY KNEW
WHAT SPIDER-MAN'S
GIRL MEANT. IT'S
NOT YOU PUTTING

HEM IN
DANGER...




I JUST DIDN'T SEE IT
CLEARLY. SOMETIMES
YOU BEING SPIDER-MAN
15 50 SURREAL THAT
IT SEEMS LIKE A
GAME...

A
S
\ -
L]

eR, THAT'S

PROBABLY THE

sToP- PLEASE, HOSPITAL TRYING
I HAVE TO 4 TG REACH YOU.

You
NEED TO BE BY
HER SIDE. I'LL
BE FINE.

I
LOVE YOu,

[/
MARY JANE ;h AN
WATSON. /
™ ;
9 [4
AND I LOVE
YOU, PETER 4
PARKER.

S










LIKE
I WAS HIT
BY SOMETHING
A TAD BIGGER
JACKPOT,

--YOu
JUST HIT THE
JACKPOT.

JHUCHH#--YEAH,
YOU MIGHT BE
RIGHT ON

THAT ONE.
I'M SO \
GLAD TO HAVE
YOU BACK, AUNT
MAY. WE ALMOST
LOST YOU.

WE
HAVE ALL THE
TIME IN THE
WORLD.

TRUST‘/ SIVEKICK'
THANKS FOR KEEPING
AN EYE ON HER
FOR ME!
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YOU KNOW
I'M RIGHT.
YOU'VE BEEN SITTING
HERE, WONDERING...
WAITING FOR
SOMETHING THAT
ISN'T GOING TO
HAPPEN.

BUT,
IF YOU DON'T

i [ LET GO OF “THIS,"
YOU MAY NEVER
FIND HER... _

..EVEN IF
SHE'S STANDING

RIGHT IN FRONT
‘ OF YOu.
r =)
Ol

TODAY, MY BEST
FRIEND, THE BEST
PERSON I'VE EVER




TODAY, FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN A
LONG TIME I FEEL
LIKE MY DESTINY'S |
y |

LIKE T CAN TAKE
ON ANYTHING

LIFE HAS
N ME.
- ‘-‘ -
-
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RENNAN STEPHEN WACKER
DITOR EDITOR

TOM BREVOORT JOE QUESADA
EXECUTIVE EDITOR EDITOR IN CHIEF

Important Note! Folks, due to some
scheduling snafus, this issue of Spidey
(#641) is on-sale the exact same day as
the NEXT issue of Spidey (#642 for those
of you who can’t add “1” to a number).

So don’t leave the story without
picking up ASM #642 and Part One of
the villain-filled epic “Origin of the
Species”!

We start off this week’s column
with a letter from some guy who fancies
himself a big Hollywood big shot.
Turns out that Greg Mottola, director of
hysterical movies like Superbad and and
Adventureland, is a longtime Marvel fan
going all the way back to the 1970s.

Well apparently when you write and
direct films you have a lot of free time
because | walked into the office this week
and found this Giant-Sized complaint of
an e-mail flashing in my inbox!

Dear Spider-Mail,

In_the April 1977 issue of “Peter
Parker: The Spectacular Spider-Man” (#5),
a letter of mine was printed in response to
a contest to name the letters page of this
fledgling Spidey title. My suggestion read
as follows:

PETER PARKER'S SPECTACULAR
SPIDER-MAIL

Gregory Mottola

Dix Hills, NY 11746

One cannot argue that my submission
was brilliantly clever. Sure enough, a few
issues later, the letters page was officially
changed from “Peter Parker’s Pad” (lame)
to “Spectacular Spider-Mail” (ingenious!).

Yet, to this date, | have yet to
receive any sort of honor or even
acknowledgement of my contribution to
the Spider-Man legacy. This disillusioning
experience from my youth led me to turn
my back on my true calling of becoming a
comic book artist.

Instead, | now toil in the trenches
of the disreputable motion picture
business. | don't know how you can sleep
at night.

‘Nuff said!

Greg Mottola
New York, NY

p.s. Attached please find my treatment for
a Howard The Duck reboot.

Look, pal, | don’t care how many
times I've seen your movies or how
closely they resemble the life of assistant
editor Tom Brennan, you've got a LOT of
nerve barging into my letter column after
S0 many years.

It ain’t 1977 anymore, ya Three’s
Company-lovin’, Pet Rock ownin’ disco
freak! That comic doesn’t even exist
sny}more, so what do you expect me to

07

| got a book to run in the here and

now. | can’t be expected to follow through

on some letter column naming contest
from before | was BORN! (Brennan, why
are you snickering? I'm young!)

And before you start thinking you
can go over my head, Mister “Auteur,”
believe me | got friends in high places
here and what | say go--

--Hey, everyone! It's Spidey’s
favorite writer Stan Lee! What are you
doing here, St---ARRGGHHH!!!! MY
HANDS!!! MY FACE!!! MY EYES!!!!

Howdy, gang... Smilin’ Stan Lee
here

| was spending a beautiful night
at home here at Stately Lee Manor
watching my recent appearance on the
CBS comedy Big Bang Theory when my
“Obnoxious Spider-Man Editor” alarm
went off. So as your self-effacing servant,
| rushed right over to help protect you
fans from Steve’s sardonically scornful
sarcasm.

For awhile now, I've thought it
was high time | stepped in to help whip
Steve into shape, remind him of the loyal
Marvel minions we humbly serve and...
most importantly...answer the justifiably
disappointed young Mr. Mottola.

Greg, if you were promised a prize
for that fantastic name and didn’t get
it, then that is indefensible! As my first
order of business, | award to you the
official No-Prize printed at the bottom of
this very page.

Go ahead and cut it out, frame it and
hang it on your wall (and if that means
you have to go out and buy an extra copy
of this Spider-Man comic to read, then
I'm sure the accountants won’t mind)!

In addition, | request...nay
ORDER...that the combined might of
Marvel’s Merry Marchers be enlisted to
bequeath you with this, the most highly-
coveted prize in all of comicdom!

With that in mind, may | have
everyone’s attention?! (Even you,
Quesada!)

Stand tall, Greg Mottola! Because
I, Stan Lee, am ordering Stephen

DAN BUCKLEY ALAN FINE
PUBLISHER  EXEC. PRODUCER

Wacker and all the Assembled Marvel
staff (believe me, they’ve all assembled
in Steve’s spacious office for this) to
bestow upon you the rare and official title
of “Fearless Front-Facer!” An honorary
title bestowed for devotion to Marvel
above and beyond the call of duty.

You've earned it, True Believer.
Wear the label promptly and proudly!

Now then, let me turn this column
back over to Steve who has promised to
treat it with the respect a page | called
home for many years deserves! Don’t
mess it up, Wacker!

Me? I'm heading home to watch
my cameo...err | mean ALL the great
actors... in Iron Man 2 several more
times. (If you haven’t heard, I'm thinking
of starting an acting school for people
who just want to be in one scene of a
movie!).

Good luck, Greg and all of you
readers out there in Spidey-Land. If you
ever need me, I'm only a page away!
(Literally in this case, since | wrote the
2-page “Spidey Sunday Spectacular”
feature with Marcos Martin on the
previous pages. Isn’t that guy terrific?!)

Excelsior!

2000

Sorry, Greg...and all of you. As
usual, Stan is right. I've been far too
hard on you griping knuckleheads and
will strive to hold back on my long,
drawn out sighs and never-ending eye-
rolling.
At least until the next letter column!

Viva Lee!

Simperin’ Steve
8/19/10

ety
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THIS ENVELOPE
CONTAINS A GENUINE
MARVEL COMCS
NO-PRIZE

WHICH YOU HAVE
JUST WON.

&

Send e-mail to: SPIDEYOFFICE@MARVEL.COM (please mark as OKAY TO PRINT)
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C'MON, coLo
MSELF FROM DOC OCK ON. 3 NO, You LETTERS: Vi E CARAMAGNA
HULK! BUT HEY, ANYTHII

FORMULA

JUST WAIT
TILL HE'S DONE
WITH *IM.

HULK HATE
HIM MORE

AT LAST WE'LL LEARN
IF BRAIN IS A G
CONVERSATIONALIST!
OH, THE SUSPENSE!
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NEKT:

ORIGIN OF THE SPEGES!

CLASH IIII'I'IIIII!S'
| ON SI !%!l'l' WEEK!
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/wgn oF
SPIDER-MAN #12

4 FAVE

7 5 ;
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srmm"mn &,TIIE /
rnmsnc FOUR #3

OLD MEETS NEW!
ON SALE NEXT WEEK!




Special thanks to ScanbDog for the variant cover!



